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Cameroon 
Canada’s Foreign Minister Stops Over, Meets Biya 


AB191032 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] Canadian Minister for External Relations Mrs 
Monique Landry says Canada endorses the measures 
adopted by President Paul Biya to redress the country’s 
economy. Talking to the press in Yaounde this morning 
following an audience with the head of state, Mrs Landry 
said that Canada would continue to help Cameroon in its 
development efforts. She said her talks with President 
Biya were useful for improving the special relations 
between Canada and Cameroon. Mrs Monique Landry, 
who stopped over in Yaounde from Addis Ababa, was on 
her way to Bamako, Mali. 


Gabon 


Bongo Receives Burkinabe Economic Minister Zongo 
AB182121 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] The Burkinabe authorities continue to send mis- 
sions abroad to explain the 15 October events to their 
neighbors. Mr Henri Zongo, the Burkinabe minister of 
economic promotions, is presently in Libreville. He 
expressed satisfaction with his audience with President 
Omar Bongo who received him this morning at the 
Renovation Palace. 


[Begin recording] We came this morning to meet His 
Excellency Mr President Omar Bongo in order to brief 
him on the problems confronting Burkina Faso. And at 
the same time, we reviewed with him the ways and 
means to strengthen the bilateral relations between our 
two countries. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Habyarimana Receives FRG Defense Official 
EA182043 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
0430 GMT 18 Feb 88 


{Excerpts} Mr (Kurt Wurzbach), secretary of state to the 
FRG Defense Ministry, ended his 3-day visit to Rwanda 
yesterday. The visit was marked by the celebration on 
Monday of the 10th anniversary of the aid programme 
for equipping the Rwandan Armed Forces. The FRG 
provides vehicles and communications equipment to our 
Army. 


Mr (Peter Kurt Wurzbach) was received yesterday by 
Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, the head of state, 
before visiting the Saint Agethe orphannage of Masaka. 
Mr (Peter Kurt Wurzbach) and the president of the 
Republic discussed bilateral cocperation in general and 
military cooperation in particular. The head of state 
expressed satisfaction with the FRG Defense Ministry's 
assistance to our country. 
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The ministry provides logistic aid and technicians to our 
country to train specialists in communications equip- 
ment. Mr (Wurzbach) asserted this yesterday before 
pointing out that his country does not provide arms to 
Rwanda or to any other African country. 


He also discussed with President Habyarimana the situ- 
ation in southern Africa and in South Africa, where 
human rights are being violated. He reiterated the 
already-known position of the German Government that 
economic sanctions against Pretoria are not the best 
solution to the South African Problem. Bonn prefers 
diplomatic and international consultation. [passage 
omitted] 


The FRG secretary of state left for Ouagadougou today. 
Zaire 


Perez de Cuellar Ends Visit, Leaves for Angola 
AB181531 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 
1130 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] The father of the nation yesterday held polit- 
ical talks with the UN secretary general in Gbadolite. 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko and M: Javier Perez de 
Cuellar exchanged views on major ‘vorld and African 
issues, such as Africa’s debt and the reform of the UN 
Security Council for a fairer representation of Africa. 
The talks between Mobutu and Perez de Cuellar were 
held in two phases. The initial talks included their close 
aides and then the two talked privately. [passage omit- 
ted] 


After the Gbadolite meeting, the UN secretary general 
was host to the party-state secretary general. As a pre- 
lude, the two officials held brief talks in the presence of 
the first state commissioner, Prof Mabi Mulumba, mem- 
bers of the MPR Secretariat General, subcommittee 
chairmen of the Central Committee, the executive sec- 
retary, and members of the party-state. 


Replying to the welcome address made by Citizen 
Kithima bin Ramazani, MPR secretary general, at the 
cocktail party held in his honor, Mr "’erez de Cuellar laid 
particular emphasis on Africa’s economic, social, and 
political problems, specifically on the odious existence of 
apartheid in South Africa, a terrible evil, which the 
United Nations can only oppose and constantly strive to 
increase the awareness of the international community 
by calling on its member countries to unite and fight. 
The party-state secretary general then evoked Africa’s 
burning issues, such as the agonizing apartheid system 
and the confiscation of Namibia’s independence by 
South Africa’s white minority. He also expressed, on 
behalf of the party-state, his appreciation of the efforts 
made by the UN secretary general to draw the attention 
of the international community to this intolerable situ- 
ation, which must immediately come to an end. 
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Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar left our country at 1030 for 
Luanda, where, by now, he may have already landed, 
since it takes about 45 to 50 minutes to fly from 
Kinshasa to Luanda. Shortly before leaving, Mr Javier 
Perez de Cuellar expressed his satisfaction with the 
discussions he had with the Zairian authorities on major 
current issues. [passage omitted] 


Human Rights Official Cited on Tshisekedi Case 
AB190747 Paris AFP in English 0719 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] Geneva, Feb 18 [date as received] (AFP)—Zairian 
opposition leader Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, arrested dur- 
ing a demonstration in Kinshasa last month, is receiving 
treatment at a psychiatric hospital there, Zaivian citi- 
zens’ rights minister [State Commissioner for Human 
Rights] Nimy Mayidika Ngimbi said here Thursday [18 
February]. Mr. Nimy, who is attending a session of the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission, said that Mr. Tshise- 
kedi was “showing signs of mental derangement” and 
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would have to remain under observation for two 
months. The opposition leader would then need to 
undergo six months’ further treatment he could receive 
abroad “if he so wishes,” Mr Nimy said. Mr. Nimy said 
that Mr. Tshisekedi had received visits from representa- 
tives of the International Committee of the Red Cross. 


Mr. Tshisekedi, leader of the banned Union for Democ- 
racy and Social Progress (UDPS), was among hundreds 
of demonstrators that the UDSP said were arrested on 
January 17. UDPS spokesmen in Switzerland said the 
demonstration left 37 dead and 200 wounded, although 
the group’s spokesman in Zaire spoke of three dead. 
Official Zairian sources at the time spoke of “a few 
arrests.” 


In Washington a group of 48 U.S. Congressmen said they 
had sent a letter of protest to Zaire’s President Mobutu 
Sese Seko, although the president’s office denied having 
received it. 


WPE, Congolese Ruling Party Hold Talks 18 Feb 
EA182059 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] Discussions were held today on the possibilities of 
strengthening relations between the WPE and the PCT 
[Congolese Labor Party]. Comrade Legese Asfaw, Polit- 
buro member and WPE Central Committee secretary, 
and Comrade Daniel Abibi, member and secretary of the 
PCF Central Committee, spoke in turns during the 
discussions and pointed out that relations between the 
two parties, which were established on the basis of 
ee a ee 
rther. 


Comrade Legese briefed the delegation led by Comrade 
Abibi on the great victories achieved and problems 
encountered by our revolution in the past years and on 
the establishment of the WPE and the PDRE. Comrade 
Legese also gave explanations of the organizational 
structure of the WPE, its function, and organization. 


Comrade Abibi, for his part, said that the delegation’s 
visit would bring the two parties even closer together and 
enable them to exchange significant experiences. 


Present during the discussions was Comrade Ashagre 
Yigletu, member and WPE Central Committee secre- 


tary. 


Mengistu Returns From Eritrea, Tours 
EA182320 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
arrived back in Addis Ababa today after visiting Tigray 
and Eritrea regions. During his visit, which started on 2 
February 1988, he issued important directives. The 
Ethiopian news agency’s palace reporter, Asefa Seyoum, 


[Asefa] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
the WPE Central Committee, president of the 


a 
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During his tour of these parts of our country, Comrade 
President Mengistu was able to mix with the community 
and obtain a firsthand understanding of the objective 
reality in the respective areas. He acquainted himself 
with the decisions made by the people themselves to 
enhance their economic and social well-being. These 
decisions stem from the foundation of the vanguard 
WPE party and the establishment of the Republic which 
demanded a very high sacrifice and a very difficult and 


complex struggle. 


A detailed assessment of natural resources and the 
political, social, and economic situation of the commu- 
nity was made during the visit. During the extensive tour 
the team led by the comrade secretary general issued 
constructive directives on strengthening development 
plans formulated in various sectors to build a self- 
confident and strong Ethiopia. 


The team made an extensive tour by land, sea, and air of 
mass Organizations, agricultural developments, produc- 
tion and distribution institutions, primary development, 
education, transport, health, and other social develop- 
ment organizations, and made a constructive assessment 
of their work. During this very important tour Comrade 
President Mengistu and his team visited the principal 
islands of (?Jabal at Tayr), (Jebal) (?Zuqur), (Jembelza- 
bel), (Abel), and (?Hanish) in the Red Sea aboard the 
naval vessel “Ethiopia.” The journey started at Mitsiwa 
and ended at Assab. 


During the visit Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam visited various defense establishments in north- 
ern Ethiopia. He mixed with the officers and men of the 
heroic revolutionary army which is defending with rev- 
olutionary zeal the unity of the mother country against 
traitorous mercenaries and enemies of the people in this 
part of the country. He gave decisive and timely direc- 
tives for the achievement of the remaining victories. 


oy ante bin theme county. the on 


On arrival at the various places he visited, Comrade 
President Mengistu was given a warm welcome by first 
secretaries of party committees, party and government 
officials, force commanders, and representatives of mass 
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Organizations. On departure from Assab administration 
today, at the end of his visit to northern Ethiopia, the 
comrade secretary general was given a warm sendoff. 


It is to be recalled that in the past Comrade President 
Mengistu has made similar working visits to other parts 
of Ethiopia at the head of a high-ranking party and 
government delegation. 


Meningitis Epidemic in Eritrea, Other Areas 
EA182305 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] Two professionals from the Ministry of Health 
confirmed at a news conference that a meningitis epi- 
demic [magirat getia] has broken out in our country. The 
professionals noted that the disease is not new to our 
country, but there have been epidemics before and they 
warned people to take care with hygiene and protect 
themselves against the disease. Our news reporter, 
Debebe Dufera, attended the news conference on the 
meningitis outbreak. 


[Begin recording] The news conference on the meningitis 
outbreak, which was held by Comrade Tadele Tedla, 
acting department head of epidemiology, and Comrade 
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Dr Mengistu Mehret, head of surveillance services, cen- 
tered mainly on the cause of the disease, its symptoms, 
communicability, and preventive measures. 


The meningitis, which has epidemic characteristics, orig- 
inated in countries of West Africa, spread to the eastern 
part of the continent, and now has attacked half of our 
country. Therefore preventive vaccination is being giv- 
en. The two health professionals confirmed at the news 
conference today that the disease has spread widely in 
Eritrea, Gojam, Gonder, Welo, Welega, Shewa, Tigray, 
and Arsi Regions. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Tanzania 


Prime Minsiter Warioba Returns From Mozambique 
EA182309 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in 
Swahili 1900 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Summary] Prime Minister and First Vice President 
Joseph Warioba returned to Dar es Salaain this evening 
from Maputo after a 5-day visit to Mozambique. Before 
his departure from Maputo, Warioba held talks with 
Mozambique’s President Chissano on bilateral coopera- 
tion, the situation in southern Africa, and especially in 
South Africa. 
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Angola 


French Foreign Minister Comments on Visit 
MB182011 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] French Foreign Minister Jean-Bernard Raimond 
said in Luanda today that he viewed with pleasure 
Angola’s flexibility in its efforts towards peace in south- 
ern Africa. This was clear in the latest round of talks with 
the United States. 


Speaking to the national media shortly befwre departure, 
French Foreign Minister Raimond said that his country 
shares the Angolan position because it also believes that 
any resolution of the southern African problem begins 
with negotiation among the interested parties. He reaf- 
firmed that France will make every possible effort 
towards lasting peace in southern Africa. He condemned 
South Africa’s aggression against the People’s Republic 
of Angola. 

Within the context of bilateral cooperation, Jean-Bern- 
ard Raimond stated that France is prepaved to sign two 
accords with the People’s Republic of Angola. Under the 
terms of those accords, France would grant $40 million 
to our country. This and other issues are being discussed 
at the second meeting of the joint commission for 


MB190805 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
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support given to UNITA by the Unite 
Africa, and other countries; and the implemen of 
UN Security Council Resolution 435/78. Dos Santos 
also told the UN secretary general about devel- 


Sailer) actions, ia gortier equant Cutt Caamvee 


from Angola and for Namibia's independence 
context of UN Security Council Resolution 435/78. 


Before leaving Livanda for New York, the UN secretary 
ey ened tg he cme: i hagenaid = bs ve 

tional journalists, during which he announced that he 
would make greater efforts to speed the withdrawal of 
South African troops from Angola and the process of 
Namibia's independence. 


In Brazzaville, Per-z de Cuellar had said that on his 
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The president of the Republic reaffirmed Angola’s will- 
ingness to sit at the negotiating table with South Africa, 
provided Pretoria officially declares that the role of the 
United States as a mediator in the conflict has been 
overtaken by events. 


Answering a question on v’het‘\er Angola wou!d resort to 
new assistance trom its allies in view of a possible South 
African push beyond the areas it is currently occupying, 
the Angolan president said that the number of Cuban 
troops in Angola has increased because Pretoria has done 
the same and plans to gain more ground on the battle- 
field, rather than withdrawing its troops under Security 
Council Resolution 602. 


The /.ngolan head of state reaffirmed that Angcla does 
not wish to continue in an undeclared war situaticn with 
South Africa. Instead, Angola is looking for lasting peace 
1 the region. He added that any consequences resulting 
from this war should be attributed to South Africa. 


Answering a question on what progress has been 
achieved during the recent round of talks with the 
United States, President Jose Eduardo cos Santos said 
that it had been agreed that the internationalist Cuban 
troops would withdraw from Angola unde: a timetable to 
be established. This, he added, means that agreement 
had been reached on other issues. He disclosed that 
Angola had asked the United States, South Africa, and 
other countries to end their aid to the UNITA bandits, 
and that Pretoria should withdraw its troops from 
ro pe a UN Security Council Resolution 
4 1978. 


fText] The SADF has rejected claims by Angola that 
FAPLA forces have repulsed a South African offensive 
near the strategic town of Cuito Cuanavale in southern 
Government said yesterday that 


: 
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merely to hasten the process. This had led to the Defense 
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Force’s launching an essential offensive from time to 
time on a limited scale to secure the advantages gained in 
previous offensives and to protect South Africa’s inter- 
ests. 


Pik Botha Rejects Mozambican ‘Hypocrisy’ 
MB182004 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1954 GMT 
18 Feb 88 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 18 SAPA—The South African 
Government had had enough of the hypocrisy of the 
Mozambique regime of President Joaquim Chissano and 
would expose it at every opportunity, the South African 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said tonight. 


He said Mozambique would first have to pay attention 
to its security situation, education and health before it 
could participate in any southern African conference. 


Mr Botha was reacting to remarks addressed by Presi- 
dent Chissano to visiting French foreign minister, Mr 
Jean-Bernard Raimond, saying that a conference of 
southern African leaders could not take place before 
there were further changes in South Africa. 


Mr Botha said the South African Government had come 
to the conclusion that, in the light of President Chis- 
sano’s stance, “such a conference indeed had not much 
hope of success before certain changes had taken place in 
Mozambique.” “For example, that country has never 
had an election, and the Mozambique Government must 
first pay attention to the issue of security in Mozambi- 
que before a conference can take place.” 


The South African Government was deeply concerned 
about the educational situation in Mozambique which 
had virtually come to a standstill, as well as the health 
situation—particularly in respect of malaria. 
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“It leaves a bad taste in one’s mouth that President 
Chissano asked Dr Strauss to request that more Mozam- 
bicans work in South Africa, while he adopts a holier 
than thou attitude with the French foreign minister 
concerning circumstances in his own country. 


“The South African Government has had enough of this 
hypocrisy and will expose it at every opportunity.” 


Nations! Committee Against Removals Opposes Bill 
MB171052 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 Feb 88 p 15 


[By Jo-Anne Collinge] 


(Text] The Self-governing Territories bill is an alarming 
piece of legislation which appears set to be passed by 
Parliament without the clamour that should accompany 
such “disturbing” provisions, says the National Com- 
mittee Against Removals [NCAR]. 


The NCAR says that, if it is ;. .ssed as it stands, the law 
will: 


Wipe out the already limited room for negotiation and 
consultation on land incorporation into self-governing 
(that is, non-independent) homelands. The old law pro- 
vided that the state president had to satisfy himself that 
the area would “continue to be administered for the 
settlement, support, benefit and material and moral 
welfare of the citizens.” This proviso would no longer 
apply under the new law. 


Give the state president vastly increase2 powers to alter 

the area of homelands without consulting Parliament. In 

the past the state president could only “modify” or 

“amend” the area of a homeland. The substitution of the 

Fee ne en ee ee eee 
AR. 


“If the bill is passed in its present form it would mean 
that the state president, after only consulting the cabinet 
of the territory concerned, may take land reserved for 
blacks anywhere in the Republic and incorporate it into 
such a self-governing territory,” the NCAR says. 


Remove the power of the courts to review a wide range 
ed by ing | 

sections of the new bill will not be able to be tested in a 

court of law. 

Members of legislative assemblies will be immune to 


prosecution in relation to any Assembly petition, 
motion, resolution or biil involving them. 


Empower self-governing homelands to levy taxes on 
property and 0,; citizens, whether they live in the home- 
land or in South Africa. 
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The bill has immediate implications for about 500,000 
people living in Botshabelo, the settlement outside 
Bloemfontein which has recently been incorporated into 
QwaQwa, some 150 km away. 


It would completely undermine a Supreme Court appli- 
cation made recently by residents of Botshabelo in their 
bid to have incorporation overturned, the NCAR says. 


“The papers before the court argue that the state presi- 
dent is empowered to amend or modify the area of 
jurisdiction of the QwaQwa Legislative Assembly but 
that the incorporation of Botshabelo is too great a change 
to constitute merely an amendment or modification.” 


Special constables have been posted outside churches in 
Botshabelo in an apparent attempt to keep people from 
holding .neetings at which they might oppose the incor- 
pora ‘on of their area into QwaQwa, says the NCAR. 
“The South African Government is determined, against 
all opposition, to hand Botshabelo over to QwaQwa in 
the style of grand apartheid”. 


Police ‘Severely’ Restrict Funeral of ANC Member 
MB191015 Umtata Capital Radio in English 0900 
CMT 

19 Feb 88 


[Text] The funeral of an ANC member killed by police 
has been) severely restricted under the emergency regula- 
tions. 

Sphiwe Mazwayi left South Africa and joined the ANC 
in 1979. He was killed by police in the Transkei on 27 
January. He is to be buried in Grahamstown tomorrow. 
Lawyers acting for his family have received a notice from 
the divisional commissioner for the police in the Eastern 
Cape in which they are in'‘ormed that no more than 300 
mourners are allowed to attend the funeral service which 
has to start by 1600 and finish 1200. Police have also 
stipulated that there are to be no flags or banners. The 
funeral was to have taken place [ast weekend, but author- 
ities refused to release the body. 


Commentary Urges Commitment to Pi aductivity 
MB190530 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Station commentary] 
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In addressing the problem of productivity, it is clear that 


as 
is wider acceptance by this sector of the importance of 


Pelice Issue Unrest Report a 18 Feb 
MB190706 Johannesburg SAPA in 0653 GMT 


19 Feb 88 
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“At Moranjani viack residential area (De Wetsdorp, 
OFS [Orange Free Staie]) a group of blacks stoned a 
police vehicle. The members fired a shot to disperse the 
attackers and arrested four black men. 


“At Soshanguve Technicon (Soshanguve) a group of 
students stoned two policemen. A round of tearsmoke 
was used to disperse them and a black man was arrested. 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) arsonists caused 
extensive damage to a private house. 


“At Tayior’s Halt (Natal) police found the partly decom- 
posed body of an 18-yesr-old black man with stab 
wounds. His hands and feet had also been cut off. He had 
allegedly gone missing on February 9. His body was 
discovered on Feb 16.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB191020 [Editorial Report] 


mentum is being lost in the governmint’s programme to 
blow inspiration and life into reshaping the economy,” 
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Burkina Faso 


FRG Military Group Arrives on 3-Day Visit 
AB181626 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] Cooperation between Burkina Faso and the FRG 
is faring well in all fields, in general, and in the military 
field, in particular. Yesterday a high-level FRG delega- 
tion arrived in on a 72-hour visit. The 
delegation, led by Mr Peter Kurt Roessbach, the parlia- 
mentary secretary at the Federal Ministry of Defense, 
yesterday held talks with Major Jean-Baptiste Boukary 
Lingani, the minister of popular defense and security. 
The delegation’s agenda included an carly morning 
working session at the Ministry of Popular Defense and 
aoe followed by a visit to the military engineering 
battalion. 


This afternoon our German friends will attend the 
inauguration of Massawarga Avenue and will visit the 
Burkinabe Education Institute. 


Ghana 


Denmark Signs Contract To Build Power Station 
AB181505 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] The Volta River Authority [VRA] and K.L. Con- 
tractors of Denmark today signed a $2.5 million contract 
for the construction of a diesel power station at Wa, the 
Upper West regional capital. The contract covers the 
installation of a 1.5 megawatt diesel power facility and 
the construction of staff quarters. This is the first of the 
projects being financed from a $4.5 million Danish 
Government grant to the VRA for the Wa power station. 
The chief executive of the VRA, Mr Louis Casely- 
Hayford, and the vice president of K.L. contractors, Mr 
Hohi Colby, signed the agreement. 


In a brief speech, Mr Casely-Hayford said provision has 

been made for rehabilitation and extenstion of the 

distribution system at Wa as well as the training and 

supply of spare parts and tools [as heard]. He hoped the 

project would be completed within the 9-month sched- 

*. Mr Colby promised to complete the project before 
ristmas. 


Kuwait Fund Arrives To Sign Agreement 
AB182202 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Feb 88 


{Text} A three-man delegation from the Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development has arrived in Accra to 
sign a loan agreement of about $13.5 million with the 
government. The agreement is in connection with the 
northern electrification project. The delegation is led by 
ee al-Humandi) who is director general of the 
und. 
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PNDC’s P.V. Obeng Cited on Economic 
AB182149 Paris AFP in French 1700 GMT 18 Feb 88 


{By Aiah Matthew Komba] 


[Text] Accra, 18 Feb (AFP)—Ghana, the former “Gold 
Coast,” one of the most promising nations on the Afri- 
can Continent at independence in 1957, is in the second 
phase of an ambitious economic recovery program (the 
first phase, which was launched in 1983, is regarded as 
having been completed successfully), which after 20 
years of decline should put the economy back on a sound 
footing by the year 1990. 


In an interview granted to AFP in Accra this week, the 
prime minister [title as received}, P.V. Obeng, expressed 
the belief that obstacles that biocked the growth of the 
Ghanaian economy in the seventies and eighties in the 
areas of revenue, production, export revenue, inflation, 
and balance of payments have been removed. He added 
that the structural adjustment program, (drawn up with 
the IMF), has opened new avenues. 


The second phase of the recovery program “is very 
crucial for the success or failure of the program,” whose 
priority objective is to reduce problems of balance of 
payment and budget deficit, to bring the foreign debt to 
an acceptable level, restructure the economic institu- 
tions, and restore production incentives, he stated. 


Ghana, under the leadership of Flight Lieutenant Raw- 
lings, has found an equilibrium for 4 years now, improv- 
ing its economic growth through the strict implementa- 
tion of measures drawn up by the IMF for developing 
countries. 


The Accra government, however, is still aware of the 
contradictions between pressures from the IMF on one 
hand and the trade unions on the other hand (austerity 
versus the social well-being), it is said in Accra where the 
authorities are trying to improve the living conditions of 
the [nation’s] 12 million inhabitants. 


According to Mr Obeng, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, this year, special relief programs will be 
included in the second phase and will be aimed at poor 
rural families in: less developed regions, city dwellers 
who have fallen victim to the increase of prices, and the 
unemployed. “We have set up a short-term program, an 
action program to reduce the cost of adjustment (PAM- 
SCAD), as the result of the work of several missions 
undertaken by several agencies, and we will present the 
program to financial backers at our meeting in Geneva 
this month.” The will benefit, notably, the more 
than 15,000 civil servants dismissed every year since 
1987. [year as received] 


As for diplomats and bankers, it is clear that the program 
set up by Ghana, after several years of bankruptcy and 
uncontrolled inflation, is one of the most spectacular 
ever undertaken in the Third World. Even the World 
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Bank has recognized the “fact that Ghana is one of the 
first countries to set up this program. Despite some 
problems, such as the return home of expelled emigrants 
from Nigeria or the drought, Ghana has adhered to a 
plan that has brought about 4 years of economic 
growth.” 

Official figures have shown that between 1984 and 1986, 
the growth rate exceeded estimates by 6.3 percent, while 


assistance to development, an average of $430 million, 
was twice that of previous years. 


Despite the strong devaluation of the national currency, 
the cedi, and thanks to a true monetary policy, the 
inflation was brought down from 121.9 percent in 
December 1983 to 10.4 percent in December 1985. 
However, the projected rate of 15 percent in 1987 is 
actually 35.6 percent, due mainly to the exchange rate 
adjustment problems being experienced since the begin- 
ning of the currency auction sale in September 1986, and 
also due to an agricultural production deficit. The cur- 
rent exchange rate of the cedi against the dollar is 176, 
while at the time of the World Bank intervention, only 
2.75 cedis were required to buy | dollar. 


The PNDC (in power) has since strived to improve the 
performance of the public sector and to stimulate the 
private enterprises. These reforms are supported by 
Western aid, and the country’s foreign debt now stands 
at about $2 billion. 


In 1987, Ghana had expected $575 million in aid, but 
these forecasts were exceeded, because it received $8 18.6 
million in aid, 42 percent more than what the World 
Bank had recommended for the second phase of the 
program. To the Ghanaian authorities, this was a clear 
sign of the recognition and restoration “of the credibili- 
ty, the respect, and the confidence” which their country 
henceforth inspired. “Ghana has proved itself to be 
capable, perhaps more so than all the other African 
countries, and as long as the country has the support of 
the international community, things will go smoothly,” 
stated a financial backer in Accra. As & result of its good 
performance, the government was even able to satisfy 
the powerful trade unions of the country, by raising the 
minimum salary from 90 cedis to 120 cedis per day. 


Mr Obeng is, however, convinced that Ghana will not 
experience the tragedy caused by the implementation of 
the IMF program in Zambia, where hunger riots broke 
out last year. Ghana has not yet attained euphoria, but 
already observers note that there has been a revival in 
the exportation of cocoa (providing 60 percent of the 
country’s foreign exchange earnings), diamonds, bauxite, 
and manganese. | 
Guinea 


France Grants Financial Aid to Aluminum Firm 
AB191034 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] France has granted our country a loan of Fr90 
million for the financial reorganization of the Friguia 
Company. The agreement on the opening of this credit 
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line was signed yesterday in Conakry by the minister of 
economy and finance and the minister of natural 
rescurces and environment, as well as by the director of 
the Central Fund for Economic Cooperation. This was 
done in the presence of Henri Rethore, French ambas- 
sador to Guinea. The Friguia Company is currently 
operating at a loss because of the low pric:s of aluminum 
on the world market. 


Moroccan Mines, Energy Minister Ends Visit 
AB191112 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] Mohamed Fettah, Moroccan minister of mines 
and energy, has ended his visit to Guinea. The Moroccan 
minister, who visited two of our industrial units, yester- 
day signed the minutes of the talks he held with the 
Guinean minister of natural resources and environment. 


In the minutes, which were signed by both the Guinean 
and Moroccan ministers, the two sides decided to set up 
a program covering several years for the training and 
orientation of cadres in the fields of mining, geology, and 
energy. The training courses will be for six cadres a year 
and will last 3 months. The Guinean side wants Morocco 
to participate in the financing of the rehabilitation work 
on the Central Mining and Geology Laboratory. 
Morocco will therefore place experts at Guinea’s dis- 
posal who will help draw a geological map of a part of the 
country. 


In the field of energy, a desire for cooperation in the area 
of new and renewable sources of energy was strongly 
expressed by both sides. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Finance Minister Comments on 1988 
AB181702 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 18 Feb 88 ee 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Once again, the state of Liberia’s finances is in the 
spotlight. Late last year, a team.of American accoun- 
tancy experts arrived in the country to assist the Liberian 
Government with its financial management. Now Libe- 
ria’s Cabinet has just announced that this year’s Sudget 
has been fixed at some $220 million, which means that it 
is down by about 40 percent on that of 1987. On the line 
to Monrovia, Mark Doyle asked Liberia’s finance min- 
ister, John Bestman, why such a drastic cut had been 


necessary. 


[Begin recording] [Bestman] Well, it is not a cut, but say 
it is a reduction mainly because of the lack of inflows of 
foreign aid into the country. As you know, at the 
moment Liberia is not getting any budget financing from 
the World Bank, none from the African Development 
Bank and, of course, Liberia has been declared ineligible 
for the use of IMF resources. - 
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[Doyle] Why is Liberia not getting any funds from those 
institutions, minister? 


[Bestman] Because of its debt arrears. As you know, 
these institutions have a policy that when a member 
country owes them and cannot pay, they freeze disburse- 
ments on all projects that are being financed. 


[Doyle] Which projects are likely to be cut as a result of 
this budget reduction as you call it? 


{Bestman] Mainly the development projects, for that 
matter, that had been financed by these institutions in 


the past. 
[Doyle] And who is going to suffer as a result of these 
reductions? 


[Bestman] Well, of course, we will suffer and it is the 
people of Li eria that will suffer. And of course, coun- 
tries like ours that have a debt (?over head) continue to 
suffer this type of plight. 


[Doyle] Is there anything you can do to mitigate that 
suffering? 


[Bestman] Yes, we are. We are doing something about it. 
In fact, I just returned from Washington where, because 
of concern for the situation, the president of Liberia 
constituted a special high-power delegation that went to 
Washington and met with the president of the World 
Bank and also the managing director of the IMF and 
other senior officials of the U.S. Government. And we 
carried a special message from President Doe to these 
authorities conveying his concern for the situation that 
the Government of Liberia is faced with. 


[Doyle] Why are you conveying your concern to the 
Americans? Is there not anything that Liberia itself can 


do to improve ‘ts revenues? 


[Bestman] Yes, we are doing everything to improve our 
are some that are cum- 


mining 
any control over that, certainly we would do something 
about it. So, as you can see, there are some things that are 
just above our control. 


cone , Fecently a group of American accountants 
long to help you in the governing of your finances. 
these American accountants had anything ‘0 do 

ay this (?swinging) cut or reduction in your budget? 


‘operation in the country. If we had 
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{Bestman] No, I have given you the reason for the cuts. 
The American experts had nothing to do about it. I have 
given the reason and the reason mainly is that the 
projects that have been supported from external sources 
are not being continued, because these sources have 
(2ceased) disbursement to these projects. [end recording] 


Mali 


Soviet Trade Union Delegation Arrives 17 Feb 
AB181835 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 18 Feb 88 


[Text] A Soviet trade union delegation arrived last night 
in Bamako as part of their bilateral relations policy 
between the National Union of Mali Workers (UNTM) 
and the Soviet trade union. The delegation comprises 3 
members and is led by Gennadiy Yanayev, secretary of 
the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions of the 
Soviet Union and titular member of the board of direc- 
tors of the International Labor Organization. 


This morning, the Soviet delegation p..id courtesy calls 
on the secretary in charge of relations with the UNTM 
and the Executive Bureau, Mr Ferdinand Nambosi 
Berte; Hama Ag Mahmoud, minister of employment and 
civil service; and Bakari Karambe, the secretary general 
of the UNTM. The Soviet delegation discussed with the 
dignitaries the fruitful bonds of cooperation existing 
between the CPSU and the Democratic Union of Malian 
People for more than 20 years now. Disarmament and 
peace were also discussed and the Malian officials 
praised the efforts made by the USSR to reach the 

t on arms control that was signed in Washing- 
ton recently by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan. They also tackled the 
tragic situations prevailing in developing countries, 
notably in the economic sector. 


The Soviet delegation, on its part, hailed the efforts 
made by UNTM, the government, and the party to find 
suitable solutions to problems confronting them. 


Tomorrow, the Soveit delegation will be received by the 
minister in charge of state enterprises. 


Canada’s F Minister Arrives for Talks 
AB190956 Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] The Mali-Canada joint commission for coop- 
eration began its deliberations yesterday at the confer- 
ence hall of the Council of Ministers at Koulouba under 
the joint chairmanship of Monique Landry, minister of 
external relations of Canada, and Mobibo Keita, our 
minister of foreign affairs. Mrs Rogge re Landry, who 
arrived in Bamako yesterday for a 48-hour visit, was 
accompanied by several high Canadian officials. 
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On the Malian side, the minister of planning and the 
minister of national education also took part in this 
inaugural session of the Mali-Canada joint commission 
for cooperation. 


Opening the deliberations of this commission, described 
as being responsible for bilateral consultations between 
the two governments, Minister Modibo Keita stressed 
the examplary character of the cooperation between 
Canada and Mali. 


[Begin recording] Cooperation detween Mali and Can- 
ada draws its strength from the similarity in their grain 
policies. This similarity has given this cooperation a 
great deal of strength, relevance, continuity, and espe- 
cially scope and effectiveness. It is highly relevant to our 
needs and to the priority sectors of our economic and 
social development programs. Indeed, food security, the 
control of desert encroachment, overcoming our 
country’s landlocked condition, and energy develop- 
ment— which is among the top priorities of Mali— 
constitute the main sectors of our cooperation, a rather 
fruitful cooperation. [passage omitted] 


We are happy that Canada has chosen Mali as a pilot 
country where it concentrates most of its development 
aid. Canada’s commitment to my country, a commit- 
ment which has lasted for several years and has grown to 
considerable size, has ended up, as we were just saying, 
by taking the form of a gift. This choice made by your 
government is an honor to my country and its people; 
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and we are grateful to you, the Canadian peopie, and the 
Government of Canada for this decision, and especially 
for its implementation. [passage omitted] [end record- 


ing] 


In reply, Mrs Monique Landry emphasized that her 
presence in Bamako demonstrates Canada’s support for 
the Malian Government’s economic recovery efforts. 
She added that this visit also underscores the 20th 
anniversary of Canada’s relations of cooperation with 
Mali, and also the 20th anniversary of the Canadian 
International Development Agency, CIDA. [passage 
omitted] 

Nigeria 
Ex-President Meet 


pe py Dakar PANA in English 1324 GMT 
18 Feb 88 


{Text] Lagos, 18 Feb. (NAN/PANA)—A five-member 
Angolan delegation led by Interior Minister Alexandre 
Kito [name as received] on Wednesday [17 February] in 
Lagos, held private talks with Nigeria’s former head of 
state, retired Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo. Details of the 
talks were not disclosed but Angolan Embassy sources 
described the meetings as “simple consultation.” The 
sources said that the team, which left Lagos after the 
talks, was on its way to Algeria. The visit is believed to be 
a return of Obasanjo’s recent visit to Angola. 


END OF 
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